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Institutional Characteristics Questions 

This section asks about the place where you currently work 

Participants only"", Question 4 if the following conditions are met: Answer was -Yes" at Question 3: Has your 

place of employment changed since you took the systematic review workshop? 

K4. Where do you currently wo~? 

Plene choose the most accurate description. 

e Academic health sciences Nbfary 

e ACaoemit ~Drary. rIOt heafth scieroces 

e Hospital ~brary 

e Government library 

e COrporate library 

e t><ot currenlly wor1(lng 

e o<",," 

D II other. please desc ribe. 

Participants only "'" Question 5 if the following conditions are met: Answer was -Yes" at Question 3: Has your 

place of employment changed since you took the systematic review workshop? 

- 5. How many staff members at your library or library system provide health sc iences literature 
searching services? 

If you do not know the exact number. make your best estimate. 

PIe~se choose ... ~ 

Question 5 answer choices : 1; 1; 3; 4; 5; 6; 7; 8; 9; 10; 11; 12; 13; 14: 15 
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- s. Sine .. you att .. nd .. d th .. Univ .. rsity of Pittsburgh syst .. matic r .. vi .. w course hav .. th .. r .. b .... n any 
changes to th .. syst .. matic r .. vi .. w services off .. r .. d at your institution? 

PArticipants only see Question 7 ilthe l oIlowing ronditiom are met: Answer was "YeS' At Question 6: Since you 

attend the University of Pittsburgh systematic review course have there been any chanses to the systelTlitic review 
5efVices offered at your institution? 

- 7. Did your library add a fonnal syst .. matic r .. vi .. w servic .. ? 

O y~ 

0 ", 

o Not applicable; already had one 

ParticipAnts only see Question 8 if t he lollowins conditions are met: Answer was "YesN ilt Question 6: Since you 

attend the Unlvenlty of Pittsburgh systematic review course have tllefe been ilnychanses tothe systelTlitlc review 
_es offered at your institution? 

B. PI .. n .. describ .. any oth .. r changes to your syst .. matic r .. vi .. w services. 
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Participants only ,ee Que,tion 9 if the fol lowing condit ions are met: An,wer wa, "Ye," at Que,tion 6: Since you 

attend the University of Pittsburgh ' y, tematic review course have there been any change, to the 'ystematic review 
servi ce, offered at your imtitution? 

" 9. In your opinion. to what degree did the University of Pittsburgh systematic review course 
contribute to the changes to your library·s systematic review services? 

4 - To a 
l - To a great 2 - Tosome n inimal 0 - Don·t 

""~ degr .... 3 _ Neut,,1 degr .... 5 _ ~ot at all ,~ 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

" 1D. Does your libr.Jry promote systematic review searching services to your library users? 

Participants only ,ee Question 11 if the following conditions are met: Answer was "Yes· at Questoo 10: Does your 
library promote systematic review searching services to your library use,,? 

11. What methods does your library use to promote syslematic review searching services at your 
institytion? 

Please check all that apply. 

I"'l Wet>srte 

I"'l N~lett~r 

r":l other. Pease cescritJe: 

" Please ndK: ate "(our degree 01 "dreement with th~ lolklwing statenents. where 1 is strong~· agree wd 5 is 
strongly disagree. 

12. Administrators at my libral"'j enthusiastica lly support: librnian invo lvement in systematic 
review searching. 

1 - Strongly 5 · Strong r, 0 - Don·t 
Ag'~ , . Agree 3 - Neutral ~ - Disagree Disagree ,,~ 

e e e e e e 
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13. Comments on 12. 

- 14. Researchers. clinicians. and staff (exc lude students f rom th is quest ion) in my workplace who 
do syst ematic re v iews typica lly have librarians dc the search ing fo r systematic re v iews. 

1 - Slrongty 5 - Slrongty 0 - Don"1 
Ag,re 2 - Agree 3 - Neulral 4 - msagree msagree '"~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

15. Comments on 14. 

- 16. What barriers. if any. have you encountered to being involved in syst ematic re v iew 
search ing? 

Check all that apply. 

I"'l Nol enough l ime 

!""'l Nol enough librarians on slan 

!""'l Lack 01 library admin;slralive support 

!""'l Need 10 know more atJoul syslemahc reviews 

!""'l library users don·l ask 

I"'l library users don·l undersland lhe syslemahc review process 

!""'l There are more requesls lor syslemahc reviews lhan we can accommodale 

!""'l O1her dulles more pressing 

I"'l No barriers noled 

!""'l O1her. @ inlhebtank: 
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Practice Characteristics Questions, Pretest 

This section asks about your experiences and practices with working on systematic 
reviews. 

- 17. Have you worked on any systematic review searches since completing the Univers ity of 
Pittsburgh Systematic Review clns? (Note: does not need to be complete to se lect yes) . 

Particip:ilntl only see Question 18 il the loHowin8 conditions are met: Answer was "Yes· at Questoo 17: Have you 
worked on ""Y systematic review se .. rcl>es since completing the UlliYenity 01 Pittsburgh Svstematic Review cI .. ss? 

- 18. How many systematic review searches have you worked on since completing the clns? 

If you do not reca ll the exact number make your best estimate. 

PIe"se choose ... ~ 

Question 18 answer choices: 0; 1; 1; 3; 4; 5; 6; 1; 8; 9; 10; 11; 11; 13; 14; 15; 16; 11; 18; 19; 20; 21; 22; 23; 24; 25; 
26;Z7;28;29;~31;32;33; M;3S;36;37;38;39;~ 41;42; 43;"; 45; 46; 4~ q;4%~ 

Participants only see Question 19 lithe following conditions are met: Answer was "Yes" at Questoo 17: Have you 
worked on any svstematlc review searches since completing the unWersity of Pitts.burgh Svstematlc ReYiew class? 

- 19. Since tak ing the clns have you sought peer review for a systematic review search that you 
completed? 
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Participants only ,ee Que,tion 20 if the following condition, are met: An,wer wa, "Ye,· at Que ,tion 17: Have you 

worked on any 'y,te mat ic revi ew ",a rche, , ince comple ting the Un iversity of Pitt,burgh Systematic Review cia,,? 

"20. Since taking the clns have you searched for grey literature n pan: of a systematic review 
. e nch? 

o Ye~ 

Participants only ,ee Que,tion 21 if the following condition, are met: An,wer wa, "Ye,· at Question 17: Have you 

worked on any ,yste mat ic revi ew ",arches , ince completing the Unive rsity of Pittsburgh Systematic Review cia,,? 

- 21. Since taking the clns have you asked lor authorship on a systematic review? 

Participants only see Question 22 if the following conditions are met: Answer was "Yes· at Question 17: Have you 

worked on any ,yste mat ic revie w ",a rches , ince completing the Unive rsity of Pittsburgh Systematic Review cia,,? 

ond Answer was "Yes' at Question 21: Since taking the cia" have you asked for authorsh ip on a systematic review? 

"22. was your request for authorsh ip successful? 

O y~ 

~ "' 
o Don't know yet 
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- 23. Since completing the clns. how many consultations on systemat ic review search methods 
have you provided to researchers who wanted to do the systemat ic review search on their own? 
If you do not recall exactly. make your best est imate. Consultations could be on any npects of 
systemat ic reviews (searching. f ile management. etc .) Mult iple consults supporting a single 
systemat ic review count n more than one consu ltation. 

PIe~se choose ... ~ 

Question 23 'lnswer choices: 0; 1; 2; 3; 4; 5; 6; 7; 8; 9; 10; 11; 12; 13; 14; 15; 16; 17; 18; 19; 20; 21; 22; 23; 24; 25; 

2~27;M;29;~;31;32;33;~;35;~37;~39;~41;42;43;~;45;~47;~ 49;~ 

- 24. Indicate how much you agree or disagree with the fo llowing statement: 

As a consultant I can communicate to library users the nuances and subt let ies of systemat ic 
review searching. 

1 - Strong ty 5 - Strong ty 0 - Donl 
Ag '~ 2 - Agree 3 - Neutral 4 - msagree msagree '"~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

- 25. Since completing the clns. have you peer reviewed another librarian's systemat ic review 
search? 

- 26. Have you used the course materials that you received on the USB drive? 

~ y~ 

~ "0 
o Don't recall 
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27. Do you have any feedb<lck about the materials provided? 

- 28. Since completing the clns. have you taken any other professional development workshops 
for the purpose of increning your systematic review related skills or knowledge? 

- 29 Since completing the clns. have you enrolled in a for-credit univ ersity clns in any of the 
following subject aren rele vant t o systematic re view skills? 

Plene check all that apply. 

!""'l Statistics 

I"'l EpidemklklQv 

!""'l Research methods 

I"'l Evidence-t>ased health (any discipline- medic ine. ~ ursi ng . public health etc) 

!""'l Health Irterature appraisal 

!""'l None noted 

!""'l other relevant ctass: 
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- 30. Since completing the clns. have librarians at your home institution worked together in any of 
the fo llowing ways to increne the ir knowledge or sk ills about systematic reviews? Plene check 
all that apply: 

!""l Journal club 

!""l Invrted speakers 

!""l Attended local wof1(shop 

!""l other group study activity 

!""l One on one mentori ng 

!""l None noted 

!""l other: 

- 31 . Since completing the c lns. have you shared the information from the systematic review clns 
with your co lleagues? 

Participants only se@QJestion32if the foll~ng conditions are met: AnSWl'f was "Yes- at QJestlon31. Since 

completing the class, have you ~red the Information from the systematH: review dass with your colleagues? 

- 32. Plene describe how you have shared the materials . 

- 33. I have read all or part of the Institute of Medicine (10M) report Finding What Works in Health 
Care: Standards for Systematic Reviews. 

O y~ 

0 ", 

t!I Don 't kn ow 
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- 34. I use published guidelines (Cochrane. PRISMA. etc) when documenting systematic review 
search strategies. 

t - Strong~ 5 - Strong~ 0 - Not 
Ag'~ 2 - Agree 3 - Neutral 4 - msagree msagree Applicable 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

- 35. I can complete a high quality systematic review search. 

t - Strong~ 5 - Strong~ 
Ag'~ 2 - Agree 3 - Neutral 4 - msagree msagree 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Knowledge Questions 

The following section asks seven questions about systematic reviews. 

- 36. You are beginning a systematic review search for a review on the therapeutic management of 
carotid stenosis. 

Of the fo llowing databnes. which three would you cons ider most important to search? 

Plene check the boxes next to them. 

!"'l CINAHL 

!"'l EmtJase 

!"'l Psyc lNFO 

!"'l MEDUNE 

!"'l Cochrane Centra l Reg;ster 01 Controlled Triafs 

For Que:.tioo 36, plf!ase c~ at m<lst 3 an,wers. 
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- 40. Publication bin occurs when the research that appears in the published literature is 
systematica lly unrepresentative of the population of complete studies. 

Please choose only one 01 the lolklwing: 

o True 

r. Fa""" 

- 41 . Publication bin occurs when only studies done in the United States are used. 

Please choose only one 01 the lolklwing: 

- For the next 3 questklns indicate whether each statement about search Mers is true or lafse: 

42. Search f ilters are pre-detennined sets of search tenns. 

o True 

o Fa""" 

- 43. All search f ilters have been fonna lly evaluated and va lidated. 

o True 

o Fafse 
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- 44. A validated filter that hn been edited or changed in some w ay is still considered a validated 
filter. 

o True 

o Fa fse 

- 45. Which of the follow ing is true about grey literature? 
~ ono 01 ... foI"'''""'o .......... 

o A. Grey Irterature is unpublished Irterature only 

o B. Inc lusion 01 grey Irterature in a systematic review does not reduce publication b~s 

O C. BothAorB 

o D. Nerther A or B 

- 46. According t o PRISMA standards. which of the follow ing must be included in the Methods 
section of a systematic review manuscript? 

Plene check all that apply. 

!""l Database and ptallorm 

I"'l The complete search strategy used in every database 

I"'l Start and end date 01 each database search 

!""l The individual responsible lor conducting the Irterature searches 

I"'l l am not l amiliar wrth PRiSMA 
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Work Questions 

The last section asks for employment information concerning how much time you spend on 
Specif"IC types of library work. 

- 47. What percent of your work t ime is devoted to reference work such as answering questions. 
teach ing . and work ing on searches? 

PIe~se choose ... ~ 

QlJestion 47 answer choices: 0%: 1-5"; 6-10%; 11-15"; 16-20%; 21·25"; 26-30%; 31·35"; 36-40%; 41·45"; 46-50%; 
51-55%: 56-60%; 61-65"; 66-70%; 71-75"; 76-80'16; 81-85"; 86-90%; 91-95%; 9&1~ 

- 48. What percent of your work t ime is devoted to admin istrative work such as supervis ing others. 
budget management. and p lann ing? 

PIe~se choose ... ~ 

QlJestion 48 answercholcO!s: 0%; 1-5": 6-10%; 11-15"; 16-20%; 21-25"; 26-30%; 31-35"; 36-40%; 41-45"; 46-50%; 

51-55%; 56-60%; 61-65": 66-70%; 71-75": 76-80%; 81-85"; 86-90%; 91·95"; 9&100% 
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