BOOK REVIEW

Data Visualization: A Guide to Visual
Storytelling for Libraries. Edited by
Lauren Magnuson. Lanham, MD:
Rowman & Littlefield; 2016. 211 p.
$81.65. ISBN: 978-1-4422-7110-4.

A compilation of twelve chapters,
Data Visualization: A Guide for Visu-
al Storytelling for Libraries provides
an introduction for librarians on
how they can effectively communi-
cate through visualizing how their
collections and services are being
used. The book is divided into
three sections: (1) choosing and
interpreting datasets for visualiza-
tion, (2) tools and technologies for
creating meaningful visualizations,
and (3) case studies of information
visualization projects or applica-
tions in libraries.

Through case studies, the book
illustrates that a number of tech-
nologies can be used to create these
visualization such as Google
Charts, Excel, and R programming
language. The unique method of
framing the book through case
studies demonstrates how storytell-
ing through data does not have to
be dry and boring simply through
statistics but can instead be visually
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captivating and engaging to its au-
dience.

The initial chapters in the book
provide background in data visual-
ization. For example, in chapter
one, Phetteplace introduces readers
to critical skills needed for doing
data visualization such as acquir-
ing, parsing, filtering, mining, rep-
resenting, refining, and interacting
with the data. In chapter two, Zoss
goes through different types of
charts and discusses the strengths
and weakness of each, offering
readers information that is needed
for deciding which chart will work
best for their datasets. Other chap-
ters, such as chapter four, “Using
Google Tools to Create Public Ana-
lytics Visualizations,” provide
hands-on guidance for a specific
tool in creating designs.

The book includes twenty pag-
es of colored visualizations such as
pie charts, bar charts, line charts,
scatterplots, choropleth maps, waf-
fle charts, word clouds, in-
fographics, organization charts,
radial charts, and tree charts. Many
of the charts list which software
was used to create the chart.

This work is incredibly useful
for librarians who want to show-
case their roles in a number of are-
as including research activity,
teaching of information literacy,

and collection development. It
would be of most use to public,
academic, and special librarians in
their work to demonstrate the ser-
vices that they provide to users.

While other comparable data
visualization books exist, none is
specific to libraries. As libraries
become more dependent on data to
monitor usage and justify services,
this book fills a gap in the literature
by addressing data visualization in
a library context. It is of special in-
terest in that it also includes case
examples of how data visualization
was used in specific libraries for an
institutional repository and in an-
other case for an archival collection.
This volume also includes an ap-
pendix that lists and describes all
visualization technologies dis-
cussed in the book for easy refer-
ence. At the end of the book, there
are brief descriptions of all the con-
tributing authors.

This book is highly recom-
mended for libraries that collect
data and want to make their statis-
tics more visually compelling and
add a story layer to their data.
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