APPENDIX C
[Steps in the Systematic review process]
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Task Description

Classification

1. formulate
review question

Decide on the research question of the
review.

2. find previous

Search for SR that answers the same

[

SR question.
3. write the Provide an objective, reproducible,
protocol sound methodology for peer review.

4. devise search
strategy

Decide on databases and keywords to
find all relevant trials.

5. search

Aim to find all relevant citations even if
many irrelevant ones included.

preparation

6. de-duplicate

7. screen
abstracts

8. obtain full
text

9. screen full
text

10. snowball

Remove identical citations.

Download, request copies from authors,
inter-library loans, etc.

Exclude irrelevant trials.

Follow citations from included trials to
find additional trials.

retrieval

I appraisal

11. extract data

Extract outcome numbers and associate
with trial arm.

12. synthesize
data

Convert extracted data to common
representation (usually average and SD).

13. re-check
literature

Repeat the search to find new literature
published since the initial search.

synthesis

14. meta analyze

Statistically combine the results from all
included tria

15. write up
review

Produce and publish the final report.

| write-up





